WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 
-I An information recording 

reproducing apparatus by removing a reflective 



disc having a burst cutting area (BCA) for 



jrding control information for a 



layeKof the disc in a striped shape 



data, therein the burst cutting area 
area andShe BCA control information area comprises: 



and a data recording area for recording user 
includes at least one BCA control information 



an application identifier area 



for identifying applications of control 



data; 



lata length area for indicating date length of me controi data; and 
ar Ll ication specific data area for recording the control data. 
^ Irmation recording disc as claimed in Cain, 1. wherein a 
uniq ue identfier inditive of a disc for ini.iali.ng regional «W information for 
resting a region eibiing reproduce o, the user data is recorded in the 
application identifier areaVf the BCA control information area. 

An wormalrecording disc as daimed in Claim 1. wherein a d,sc 
,dentif,er code capable o, Luely identfying the information recording disc ,s 
.corded in the application speW data area o, the BCA control informal area. 

An information reccing disc as claimed in Cairn 2, wherein a d,sc 
,den.*er code capable of uniqueWfying the information recording disc ,s 
recorded in the application specie dk area of the BCA control information area. 
5 . An information recordingW having a lead-in area for reoord,ng 

^ Hermann for a reproduce W >y — enness ahd a data 
recording area for recording user data, whkin a unique iden.if.er indicative o, a 
di sc for initial!^ regional control information for restricting a region enable 
reproduction of the user data is recorded in theWin area. 
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An in— n reproducing « ^ ,r ° m 3 

IV — ™ medium ,or recordin9 di9te ' ronten,s "I 

3 a. disc region information Indicate - a <-* — — " 
reproducer, of the digital contents, comprising: _ 

^ ,„ installation region —on storage means for stonng 
instaiiation 1 information for spewing a region in which - — 

reproducing drives installed; 

alnann.ormaticnsettingcounter^isupdatedeach.met.e 

• Amation storage means is changed by a drive user, 
installation region information storag 

a manuV* ^ " ^ 

regiora l informal sel counter is incized „y a drive manner; 

a regional La ri ng means which delivers a regional oo,nadence 
signal upon detect,on J£ comparison tha, the disc region information read 
1 J i— recordlmedium is cogent - the —on reg,on 

. reproduction con \m- — ^ 
from in.rma.ion recording medl only — - — - — 
has delivered the regional coincidence W 

an initlali^on medium de\on means for deling whether or not 
„ to aded —ion recording medium\a dr.e manufacturer «— 

the installation region — n store, means and^e regiona, ,nformat,on 
setting counter; and 



# 



„„ c whicn upon receipt of a 
\ a manufacturer initialization means wh.cn, P 
\ the drive manufacturer, 

«a,izXhe regional information setting — and up a- 
th a. the Led Horma, ion recording medium ,s the dnve 

r" Tla ti on reproducing drive as — * «- * — - 

— ---- 
-rr&— ------ 

initialization medium. \ h m Claim 6 wherein in 

An infomlo" reproducing drive as cla,med ,n C,a,m . 

V • , drive manufacturer initialization medium » 
caseaun.ueident.erinyveoftnedri m _ ^ ^ 

— in an ««-W « — ' ^ „ „ „ 

— *— ~* is^ded n an — — 

area recorded in a iead-,n -\ ^ records 

initialization medium decision means decdes the 
.ediumisthedrivemanufacturerinWionmedium. 

^ information re P rodu\ng drive as cla.med ,n 

COmPriSlng '' . , Aoring a medium identifier code of the 

a code storage means for sttnng a 

m 1^ nas been used for the dnve 
driV e manufacturer initialization med,um ha 



manufacturer initialization by the drive manufacturer; 

\ wherein the manufacturer initialization means stores in the code 
storage means the medium identifier code read from the drive manufacturer 
initialization medium. 

10. \ An information reproducing method using an information 

reproducing drive for reproducing data from a removable information recording 
medium for recording digital contents having copyright and disc region information 
indicative of a\ specific region permitting reproduction of the digital contents, 
comprising the steps of: 

storrhg in an installation region information storage means 
installation region Wormation for specifying a region in which the information 
reproducing drive is Installed; 

updating a regional information setting counter each time the 
installation region information storage means is changed by a drive user; 

updating aVnanufacturer initialization counter each time the regional 
information setting counters initialized by a drive manufacturer; 

delivering from a regional comparing means a regional coincidence 
signal upon detection through comparison that the disc region information read 
from the information recording\ medium is coincident with the installation region 
information stored in the installation region information storage means; 

reproducing the dngital contents from the information recording 
medium only when the regional comparing means has delivered the regional 
coincidence signal; \ 

deciding whether or not the loaded information recording medium is 
a drive manufacturer initialization medlium; 
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\ updating, upon receipt of . —d o, update of the installation 
reg ion iLmation from the drive user, the inflation region information storage 
means ar\the regional information setting counter; and 

\ initializing the regional information setting counter and updating me 
manufacture! initiation counter upon receipt of a command of drive 
manuf adureiitia,*ation from the drive manufacturer only in case the decision 
s,ep decides Vat the .oaded information recording medium is the dnve 
manufacturer inLzatlon medium and a count of the manufacturer initiation 
counter is not an initialization limit value. 

, , An inflation reprodudng method as claimed in Claim 10, wherein 

in case a unique idenL indicative o, the drive manufacturer initialization medium 

is recorded in an appllo" ~ * M ^ " 

loa ded information recolg medium, the dedsion step deddes ma. the loaded 
information recording medL is the drfve manufacturer initialized medium. 
12 An informationVeproducing method as daimed in Cairn 10. where,n 

in case a unique identic indite of the drive manufacturer initialized medium 
,s recorded in an application identifier area recorded in a burs, cutting area of me 
load ed information receding me\um and a further unique identifier indicative o, 
the drive manufadurer WializatioLedium is recorded in an appiication identffier 
area recorded in a lead-in area of Ve loaded information recording medium, the 
dedsion step decides that the loaded information recording medium is the dnve 
manufacturer initialization medium. \ 

13 . An information reproducL method as daimed in Claim 10, further 

comprising the step of : \ 

. * . r \ of the drive manufacturer 

storing a medium identifieX code ot 



initialization medium Which has been used for the drive manufacturer initialization 
by the drive manufacturer. 
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